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Pre-Visit Guide: Lesson 2 High School

Overview: Patriotism on the Local Home Front

In this extension to Pre-Visit Lesson 1, students will investigate, compare, and contrast a 1942 edition and 1946
edition of the Denison Press newspaper. As a class, students will analyze and sequence photographs of
Eisenhower’s visit to Denison in 1946.

U.S. History TEKS
(7) History. The student understands the domestic and international impact of U.S. participation in World War
I1. The student is expected to:
(C) analyze the function of the U.S. Office of War Information;
(G) explain the Home Front and how American patriotism inspired exceptional actions by citizens and
military personnel, including high levels of military enlistment; volunteerism; the purchase of war
bonds; Victory Gardens.

(17) Economics. The student understands the economic effects of World War 11 and the Cold War. The student
is expected to:
(A) describe the economic effects of World War 1l on the Home Front such as the end of the Great
Depression, rationing, and increased opportunity for women and minority employment.

(29) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired
from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:
(A) use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and
answer historical questions;
(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships,
comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making
predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions;
(D) use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of
evidence;
(H) use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies information such as maps, graphs,
presentations, speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.

(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected
to:
(A) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.

DENISON, TEXAS 75021 TEXAS
P 903-465-8908 F 903-465-8988 n @ H ISTO R I CA L
visiteisenhowerbirthplace.com

COMMISSIONY®

storiedsites.com REAL PLACES TELLING REAL STORIES



= \
D IR
=S S WA NN =

TN N W N = N W W R

Deniron, Texasr

Materials
e Primary source newspaper article images for display/distribution
e Graphic organizer
e Additional newspapers also available on Portal to Texas History at
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth328522/ and
https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth328767/.

Historical Context

During World War I, the town of Denison, through the effort of prominent local citizens like Jennie Jackson,
proudly confirmed and proclaimed its status as the birthplace of Dwight D. Eisenhower. On June 25, 1942,
Major General Eisenhower was appointed by President Roosevelt as the Supreme Allied Commander of
European troops. From 1942 to 1944, Jennie Jackson corresponded with Eisenhower and his relatives about his
birthplace to confirm her memory of the Eisenhower family who had lived across the street from her in 1890.

Primary Source Activity: A Denisonian Commander Comes Home

40 minutes

Divide the class into pairs/small groups. Display/distribute the Denison Press 1942 and 1946 articles.
Distribute the activity worksheet. Share responses when completed.

1942 Articles Answer Key:

What is the main idea of the “Denisonian Commands” article?

[Provides readers information on Eisenhower’s recent appointment by Roosevelt as Supreme Commander of
Allied forces in Europe. It also details his military experience and, at multiple points, emphasizes his
Texas/Denison connection.]

How does Texas Power and Light play on emotions to encourage war support?
[“Old lady” has only one way to support the war effort, by investing in electric company that provides energy
for the war machine that protects her grandsons.]

What information does the “To Our Customers” letter give?
[War Department has amended an order and customers are allowed to buy heating equipment.]

What information does the U.S. Marine graphic image give?
[Major Henry Leonard was the first to hold the military attache position; 1.D. tags worn around the neck include
name, fingerprints, blood type; special assault forces use rubber landing boats]
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1946 Articles Answer Key:

What is the main idea of the “General lke” article?
[Denison has prepared a military parade, publicized address, and barbecue to celebrate and honor General
Eisenhower’s first visit back to the town of his birth.]

In 1946, what plan did Denison come up with to address a housing shortage?
[Use the lumber from the barracks near Denison that previously housed German war prisoners.]

What businesses placed ads to welcome Eisenhower back to Denison? What is significant about the size?
[The State National Bank, Texas Power & Light Co., La Mode Store. La Mode ad is smaller because larger ads
are more expensive.]

What improvements were made to Fair Park in 1946?
[Answers will vary but may include year-round entertainment, first opening of the midway since 1941, new
entrance arch featuring neon, new lighting, new rides.]

Primary Source Activity: Eisenhower Day Celebration in Images
15 minutes

Distribute/display the Eisenhower Celebration Day images and the revised program from William Harwell
of the Denison Chamber of Commerce to Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn. Tell students to use the resources
to sequence the photographs chronologically.

Answer Key:

y ¢
2.8 e =
AP &

Big Texas Breakfast Parade on Main Review stand Radio broadcast

Perrin Field arrival
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Assessment
Evaluate student participation in class discussion and activity organizers for accuracy and understanding.

ELA/Art Extension: Preservation Propaganda

Have students create a propaganda poster or an advertisement for the current Denison Press to recruit local
effort for the preservation of Eisenhower’s Birthplace. Needs might include fundraising or investment for
preservation and maintenance, restoration of surrounding neighborhood structures or railways, or volunteer
support for house tours and events.

Additional Resources

Eisenhower Presidential Library and Museum — National Archives
https://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/

Eisenhower National Historic Site (U.S. National Park Service)
https://www.nps.gov/Eise/

America’s Story from America’s Library by the Library of Congress
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/aa/eisenhower/aa eisenhower subj.html

The National World War 11 Museum-New Orleans
http://www.nationalww2museum.org/
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Primary Source Newspaper Activity: A Denisonian Commander Comes Home

Read the 1942 and 1946 articles from the Denison Press to answer the following questions.
June 26, 1942 Articles

e What is the main idea of the “Denisonian Commands” article?

e How does Texas Power and Light play on emotions to encourage war support?
e What information does the “To Our Customers” letter give?

¢ What information does the U.S. Marine graphic image give?

April 19, 1946 Articles

e What is the main idea of the “General Ike” article?
e In 1946, what plan did Denison come up with to address a housing shortage?

e What two companies placed major ads to welcome Eisenhower back to Denison?

e What improvements were made to Fair Park in 19467
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Newspaper Activity Image: June 26, 1942, part 1

'DENISONIAN COMMANDS UNITED

Major General Eisenhower Was Formerly
: AuhuntChM.OfShﬂ. At Washington

WASHINGTON, June 264
Plghting Texan was  appointed
‘Thursday to the army's job of the
hour—command of the newly ex
tablished Europenn theatre of op-
,arations for United States forees,
‘on which the eyes of the world
are focused in expectancy of '

609 SOUTH LAMAR AVE.
DENISON, TEXAS 75021
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maintain his headquarters,  Fresh
from conferences with President
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Winston
Churchill and Lord Mountabatten,
chief of British pommandos, Eisen-
hower plunged at once into the job
of eoordinating his army  with
Britain's. He Iy expected to meet
soon with Gen, Sir Alan Brooke,
Pritish ehief of general staff.
One British staff officer com-

| mented recently that “the high

ment and morale bs such that Brit.
ish and American armies will be
able to takg the fleld for attack
enrlior than had been anticipated.”

f VIO

since the United States entered
the war—only nine months ago he
wiaa g colonel. He won wide re-
cognition last yenr for akillful
handling of troops on 8 large seale
while directing the third field ar-
my In maneuvers in the Loulsiuna-
Texas war games,

Assignment  of  Elsenhower,
whose duty In  Washington for
months has been the preparation
of plans for offensive and defen.
sive action by United States forees
on all fronts, to command the new
theater of operntions was belloved
bore to Indleate strongly an early
invasion of the continent. It ap-
roared that the officer who drew
the plans was now being riven the
principal job In putting them into
execution.

Blsenbower's post in mi
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Deniron, Texar
Newspaper Activity Image: June 26, 1942, part 2 of “Denisonian Commands”

Coincidental with the war de-
partment’s announcement of the
Furopean theatre and the amsign-
ment of the Texan to command it,
Atwo other Texans were In confer.
ence at the White House to re-

coive  from President Roosevelt
and Prime  Minister ‘Winston
Churchill a review of the war »sit-
unstion, They were House Sprak-
er Sam Rayburn of Bonham and
‘Senator Tom Connally of Marlin,
‘who sttended the conference nlong
‘with other congressional leaders,

~ Speaker Rayburn told reporters
us the delegation left the exccn-
tiv offices, “"We came away fel-
ing very hopeful” The question of
n socond fromt in Burope was dis-
cussed, Rayburn said.
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Newspaper Activity Image: June 26, 1942

Uhaltmvn PAUD V. DRUNUTT WEK | querted 10 RIICHIE THE THewNRRETY

Iy

requestad June ¥ in u resolution | money out  of the  emergency S )

| )
dopted by the Conemission'y la .u.d. | v _\..”l‘ 1
sor ansgement policy  comnlt The resolution was sdopted at

ARE GIVING HIM
A BETTER CHANCE
TO COME BACK

g M just on old Jaddy, BY yoars old, but | can't do much sbowt
wor, oxcept knit, But | have one grandeon in the army, and
twe more who will be there soon. And I'm proud 1o know that my
savings invested in power and light company stocks are helping to
give my boys, and athers, # better chance 1o come back alive! It's
o combort 10 me 1o know that the industry my savings helped build
i able 1o supply all the power noeded 1o give our boys the best
possible pratection in their fight for victory!

This " Is ane of the two million citisens, people
from avery walk of life, who are stockbolders in America's pri-
votely opecated electric power companies. Their savings, combined
with the fonds of insurance companies, snd the endowment funds
of institutions of evary hind, made possible the building of the
electric power plants snd nation-wide web of power
Noes that produce and transmnit 7-8 of America's electric
power..mwre power than b produced in Germany, Taly
and Jupan combined

I Texas, the Toxas Power & Light Company b all
wat” for vietory. . supplying the prosent power noeds for
the war offort in the aren it serves . and plasning for
the increased peeds of tomorrow !

0 bt quetation bo (im0 beiber (rem o stoehbudider of Teosm
Powrr & Light Compumy Nome « @ b (urmivhed on resguest,

© The follawing Infe mation pertalning to
e offering tor 1ale of qus appllances s
seblost to shange withou! sabics,

7
To Cwr Cuslomers:

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY the Government Order rm-mgﬁ‘f'
all types of gas heating equipment is amended. Floor Fur-
naces, Gasteam Radiators, Circulators NOW may be sold

and installed for use in rooms which do not already have

some type of heating equipment
L

In calling your sttention to this recent . uling which per-
mits us to make gas appliances available (o our customers
NOW, we wish 1o point out that this present order is
subject to change by the Wer Production Board at any

time deemed necessary, ’

o

* % & + SPECIAL NOTICE # « » #

There are some types of gas heating equipment not men-
tioned above such as central furnaces, etc., that are il

S

available without restriction, Likewise, under certain con-
ditions, you are permitted 10 purchase and inseall gas ranges
and gas water heaters. We will be pleased to advise and
assist you with complete information and details.

: G ol %
o Communit_ﬁhnnlcum
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Newspaper Activity Image: June 26, 1942

‘\9 rat OU’CK&V INFLATED EACH
NI YL ”lﬂwp"thlw'u ‘
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Newspaper Activity Image: April 19, 1946, part 1

Gen. “lke”’
Honor Man
Of Denison

The colorful bannerg on Denli-

NN N
N Q\\\ N
N IR N
SH N R S
> RIS IR
=N NN

pOn"s stroctss today depicung
the red, white and blue or the
Ameirican fiag which today _il
float rather than the flag of
he enemy, because our boys
wanin ovwssed the o < and
mutehed their wvalour _with the
W of the enemy, are fTit-
ting of the spirit of Denisoon
A it gladly welcomes the ar-
rival here Saturday or Gen.
yweeterht D I ernhowey who led
he foice of the Allies to o
] ' ietory The General
e to i for the first time
— - \ “ babs : e old
by sy here he was bhorn and to
B Meas e to the thoun-
o whe will be honoring., not
! th General, but nizo the
1. bhovs T helped bring

. ' the otoy
The arbecue in Mun-
n tod vt for the boys
z eSSt nf " i Foel ng on
‘ art f ol of n much
' ceornition of the
' W the (venernl hime-

- L
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Deniron, Texar
Newspaper Activity Image: April 19, 1946, part 2 of “Gen. Ike”

Denison  has been preparing
thi occnys on for several
ks and much tim. has been
| len from busy men who have
d nide bus nesw of their own
the ropey selting of the
elvhiration. These men  have
kedll unhonored and umsung
n wort eases that the event
jeht ., off in ovoery proper
vny =0 that thoxe who come
ithin oup gates Mmay o away
vedtiee the nralse o the city as
re city to he depended upon teo
onteh ocen<ions which eall for

| r for visitors

A\ Gigantic Parade
\iide from the visit of the
irnmernl to hia birthplace and
liie andidress at Forest Park the
parade which i siated to be =»
rigant'e thing, comes in forezpe-
inl miontion Aty lhe nn’ivnl
of the Genernl at Perrin Field
plone, who will be secompa-
nied by his wife and also Con-
gressman Sam R: vbumn, the
warty will he met hy Mayor
W. 1. Ahburn at the field to
he direceted immediate te Doeni-
They will be Joined =t
Man street where Armstrong
ent're mnd the nprocession will

move east on Main
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Newspaper Activity Image: April 19, 1946

BarracksFor War

PrisonerstoServe
Housing Shortage

Plans were completed th .
week whereby the lumber in the.
barracks which served to house,
the German war prisoners newr |
Denison, will be transformed
into making homes to wolve
pome of the housing shortage|
here. it was announced by May-,
or Will Ashbum. Mr, Anhhum,!
accompan'ed by W. T. Loomis|
were in Ft. Worth thig week to
attend to the matter of gelting
the transfer made,

One-family units are poanbme‘
in the tramsformation process,
it s stated., Since such trans
form can only be mad, throuch;
n city or similar art'ficial clti-‘
sens. the step was taken throm‘
‘elty officinls for the deal. As|
poon w applieation papers oan
he pammed on the government,|
the result of the effort to
transfoim the housing to meet
the shortace here will bo known,
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on Highway 75, South

Nights G Nights
Starting Monday, Apr. 22

New Shows
Thrilling Scenes

Derniroen, Texas
Newspaper Activity Image: April 19, 1946

Eisenhower Day in Denison
Saturday, April 20

Moammoth Parade
Barbeene for G L
Musie Displays

The State
National
Bank

s Sy W O -

e o T

Plenty of Fun

Bring Your Families

We ke off our hats to you
Gen. Dncight D. Einenhower I

May your visit be pleasant
Come again soon
We are honored to have you

LaMode Store

BARIS, WESR e CREISEEY BEAR
CABES wt CRLLISENT WATES

- — Pome W1V

WELCOME

GENERAL EISENHOWER

W E join the people of Den-
ison and Texas in extending a hear-
ty welcome to General Eisenhower
on his visit to Denison, the place of
his birth

TEXAS POWER & LIGHT co.

perr—

609 SOUTH LAMAR AVE.
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Newspaper Activity Image: April 19, 1946
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year-round

he offored ns State off}-
cinly fire the opening gun for
the first exposition since 1841,
Fair detos this year have been
sot for Oct, 5 to 20,

Entrance to the amusement
park, which will be the Fair's
Midway., will be under a dra-
mutic appearing arch., Letters
over the entrance will be ttwo
foot high, of poreelain edged
with neon,

The Midway will be well
lighted with new  underground
lines supplying the current.

A bovy of new ryides will be
c.f_ftrcd for thrillseckers nt-
tending the amusement parie A
streamlined merrry - o - round
jol'er rink. train, oectapus, whip
mnd other rides will line the
ha'f-mils long loop, Tw, other
new additiong will bs the Bazo
snd the Hapidea ride, imported
from the famous Celoron Park
ot Jamestown, N Y.

The new carmival grounds will
streth from the Cotton Bowl
Restaurant on Midway to the
Vgoneylvania  Avenue gate to
Vale Park.
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Activity Image: Eisenhower Celebration Day, April 20, 1946
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2 DENIS (X, TEXAS APRIL 20, 1946

11:30 4. M, - Gemeral Eisenhower, Speaker Sem Bawybura amd party arrive
at Poryin Fiold, HRecsption by Commnding Officer of Perrin
Field and limited loesl group,.

Gemral Eisemhower imspeetionm of bibtliplace. )

12:30 Noon - Generel Kisemhower and Speaker Bayburm rocsed to Armatrong
Avenne sad Main Street to head perade down Mair Street amd
thense $o Forest Park, Gemeral Eisenhower and Speaker Raybuwra
dsmount at Reviewing Stand where visiting military and honar
gusats already assembled, OGemeral Elssnhower reviews parade.

1:30 P.M, -~ (Badio Broadesst). Speaking progrem - Speaker Sam Raybura to
present Cemeral Rissnhower,

Address ~ Gensral Bisenhower,

£:00 P.M, <~ Barbecue to which all World Wer II Veterams, visiting military
apd homor giests be the guiests of the eitisemship of Demisonm,

We mtieipate approximstely 6,000 greste,

3:00 P.M, ~ General Eissnhower and party to return to Zisenhower Home for
press sferense and opportunity fer mwareel mnd
still cameraxen to get desired piotures. .

S230-Bolly ~ General Elssmhower leaves Perrin Field for Texas A. & M. College.

Betweesn (Leaving at this hour, there is emple flying tims with margin
] of thirty mimutes between probable tims of arrival at A, & M.
e 20 end sandown).
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Activity Image: Eisenhower Celebration Day, April 20, 1946
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Deniron, Texas

Activity Image: Eisenhower Celebration Day, April 20, 1946

— A N\
April 20, 1946 - Gen. Dwight Eisenhower and
Mr. Rayburn at Denison, Texas.
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